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RACIN ARTICLES 

Thanks for all the contributions received this year. 

If you would like to submit something for a future 

edition please contact Phil Evans. 

It will help if articles can be sent as word 

documents and any photos as jpeg format. 

Our ósizeô is restricted to 18 pages at present so 

sometimes there may be a delay before items can 

be published. 

Our next copy deadline date is Sunday 26th 

November ahead of the December/January 

edition 

 
 

Phil Smith (Head of Handicapping at the 
BHA) is under the spotlight in this edition of 
Racin ï see page 3. 
 

After 22 years of service for the regulatory 
body, the British Horseracing Authority 
(BHA)ôs Head of Handicapping, Phil Smith, 
has announced that he will retire from the 
BHA at the end of July 2018, with a view to 
stepping down from the role as Head of 
Handicapping at the end of May 2018. 

Phil, 68, joined the British Horseracing Board 
(BHB) in August 1995 as a Flat Handicapper 
after working as a teacher for 23 years. In 
early 1999 he was appointed as Senior 
National Hunt Handicapper and in January 
2007 became the BHAôs Head of 
Handicapping, a position he has held for 10 
years since. 

 

 

 

 

continued on page 3 
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HERITAGE HANDICAPS COMPETITION 

 

Just one more week to go in this yearôs 
competition with the leading scores in the main 
competition set out below: 

 

200.2 Helen Goodwill 

199.0 Dave Bates 

194.9 Gary Mellor 

132.9 Ted Halewood 

113.6 Maureen Dawson 

111.9 Rob McDermott 

109.1 Jim Flanagan 

108.1 Brendan O'Meara 

97.6 Mike Campbell 

95.6 Ken Unsworth 

94.3 Peter Flynn 

93.3 John Boswell 

89.6 Les Taylor 

88.4 Harry Sandland 

85.8 Jane Maggs 

81.2 Guy Weaver 

79.3 Alan Hill 

76.7 Ray Squire 

73.3 Alan Preston 

71.7 Jason Sandland 

71.4 Phil Evans 

 

EXACTA/TRIFECTA TABLE 

517 John Boswell 

517 Dave Bates 

480.9 Brendan O'Meara 

449.3 Ken Unsworth 

368.7 Harry Sandland 

ALEX BIRD TIPPING CHALLENGE 

FINAL RESULTS 

 

In the last two (flat) rounds of the 2017 
competition we saw wins from Harold Woodward 
(St Helens) in the Goodwood round with David 
Evans (Warrington) winning the York round. 

The overall 2017 prize/trophy also goes to Harold 
Woodward with the runner up prize won by Chris 
Mackenzie (Chester Le Street, Durham). 

Well done to all who entered and hearty thanks to 
John Boswell for running the competition again! 

 

NATIONAL HUNT SATURDAY NAPS 
CHALLENGE 2017-18 

As the leaves fall of the trees again, itôs time to 
enter the NRC winter jumps racing tipping 
challenge! 

Regular entrants will know what itôs all about but 
for any newbies wishing to enter a brief summary 
is set out below: 

This year we commence a bit later on Sat 2nd 
December and the competition again runs for 20 
consecutive Saturdays (no breaks this time) and 
finishes on Grand National day (14th April 2017). 

Entrants select their nap each week at a UK/Irish 
jumps meeting and winners are allocated points 
based on the starting price or tote odds. Entries 
can be made by phone, e mail or text. 

There are four separate rounds of 5 weeks over 
the winter, and also a seasonal competition, with 
prizes guaranteed for the round and seasonal 
winners (and usually for runners up if the prize 
fund allows). 

Past competitions have seen the prize fund 
exceed £1000 so itôs well worth a try! 

It costs £10 per entry and you can register by 
post to NRC at 53 Dalebrook Rd, Sale, M33 
3LB.Please enclose SAE if you require a paper 
copy of the rules. 

If you prefer to register via e mail please contact 
Phil Evans at info@northernracingclub.com and I 
shall send you the bank details for your entry 
fees. 

All details are also available on the club website 
where an entry form can also be downloaded. 

 

 

 

mailto:info@northernracingclub.com
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RACING SPOTLIGHT ï PHIL SMITH 
 

Compiled by Brian Goodwill 
 

WHEN DID YOU FIRST GO RACING AND DID YOU BECOME HOOKED STRAIGHT AWAY 

3
rd

 June 1970, my 21
st
 birthday. Some friends suggested we go to Epsom for the Derby. Six of us went in my Morris 

Minor. Nijinsky won, we all backed him and I was hooked. 

YOU PLAYED FOOTBALL TO A VERY HIGH NON LEAGUE STANDARD. WHAT ARE YOUR BEST MEMORIES OF 
THAT 

Playing for Altrincham in 1975 against the team I support, Everton in the FA Cup 3
rd

 Round (extracts from cup replay 
programme below). Then in 1977 getting to the 4

th
 Round playing for Northwich Victoria 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE RACEDAY OF THE YEAR, ONE NH, ONE FLAT 

Grand National Day and Derby Day   

MARK JOHNSTON WOULD LIKE FEWER HANDICAPS, YOUR THOUGHTS ON THAT 

Unfortunately when the BHA has brought in more non handicap races, trainers havenôt supported them and there have 
been small field sizes. 

WHICH, IF ANY, RACE RESULT GAVE YOU THE MOST PRIDE 

When Neptune Collonges won the Grand National by a nose, the closest finish in the history of the race. 

WHICH, IF ANY, RACE RESULT HAD YOU HIDING BEHIND THE SOFA 

When Red Marauder won. The judge gave a distance, a distance and a distance. In my defence the ground didnôt help. 

HOW CAN HORSE RACING ATTRACT NEW CUSTOMERS 

By asking retired BHA officials to show racegoers around the race course and explain the job they used to do. 

YOU MADE THE CHANGE FROM SCHOOLTEACHER TO HANDICAPPER, ANY SLEEPLESS NIGHTS AT THE TIME 

Not really, although until I got to know everyone it was a bit lonely, working alone in my office at home. 

OBVIOUSLY YOUR CONTRACT FORBIDS YOU FROM BETTING. NAME ONE MEMORABLE BETTING DAY FROM 
YOUR LIFE PRE-HANDICAPPING  

I had £20 ante post on Fairy Footsteps at 20/1 to win the 1000 Guineas and I won the old ITV6 bet. 
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GORDON ARMISTEADôS RACING DIARY 

 

Saturday June 17th Stromsholm 

Grand National day Swedish style and about as far away from a 40 runner handicap at Aintree as you can get. This Grand 
National is over sixteen fences and 4,500 metres with runners carrying 67 kilos and with penalties for wins and prize 
money won since the January of the previous year. One link is the impressively large trophy. It was presented to the 
course by the formidable Aintree owner Mirabel Topham in 1971 after they wrote asking for permission to use Grand 
National in the title of their new race. 

That first race was won by the same jockey who had triumphed at Aintree three months before with John Cook being 
invited to ride Officer Kelly after his win on Specify. 1972 saw the first of four British trained winners when the Arthur 
Stephenson trained Hilbirio won under owner Chris Collins. Collins trained the horse himself the next year when he 
repeated while in 1977 the Stan Mellor trained Cartwright won under New Zealand amateur Dennis Gray. It was another 
thirty years before the most recent British winner in Neptune Joly for Michael Scudamore and James O'Farrell.  

Stromsholm is a small village about 120 kilometres North West of Stockholm with the nearest major city being Vasteres 
about 20 kilometres to the north. During the 17th century Stromsholm Palace became a centre of military horse training 
which eventually led in the late 1800's to some races over fences. When the military pulled out a sports association took 
over the course to keep the racing going and there are now two meetings a year the other being in September.  

Nine races on the card with two chases, two hurdle races, and five on the flat including one for Arabs. 100 Skr for entry 
(about 11Skr = £1), 30Skr for the 70 page race card and also 40Skr to park the car. The race cards in Sweden are 
available to download for free five days before any meeting and include the horse's last five runs but not in great detail 
plus the record of runs, wins, and places for the last two years and full career.  

The car park was a good mile from the course and you walk down the main entrance to and passed Stromsholm Palace 
and seemingly everyone was carrying lots of bags, chairs and even fold away tables. The course's web site calls the 
meeting the biggest picnic in Sweden. There is no grandstand at the course and the only permanent buildings are for the 
tote and a small admin unit. 

The first thing to work out was the best place to watch the racing as to say the least viewing is not great. Sweden is a 
country with lots of trees and there are plenty (mainly big oaks) on the course. The enclosure is in the centre of the course 
and for the National it was only possible to see three of the fences which meant five jumping efforts. The flat and hurdle 
track is left handed and extremely tight being about 1,150 metres per circuit and in the 3,700 hurdle races they pass the 
winning post four times.  

The Swedish Champion Hurdle was the first race with seven runners- two from Germany, two from the Czech Republic, 
and one from Norway against the two locals. I had seen one of the Czech challengers Taurito run at Cheltenham last 
December where he led to halfway off a rating of 126 before being well beaten. He led three times passed the winning 
post here but on the final circuit he dropped back and it was the Stromsholm trained Calvados who won the race very 
easily by 10 lengths with big margins all down the field. The winner is the best jumper trained in Sweden and the twelve 
year old was winning for the twenty third time and this was his second Champion Hurdle. Jockey Niklas Loven has been 
riding in races since 1985 and this was his first win in the race. He had the ride on Taurito at Cheltenham and has also 
had rides at the festival in the Cross Country Chase on a couple of occasions.  

The flat races were all of a pretty low standard but included a round of the Fegentri World Amateur Championship. This 
went to Pablo Laborde from Spain on Wyclef who was taking his eighteenth win from a hundred and thirty five starts. 

One horse in the flat races I recognised was Chatham House Rule who had last run in Ireland in the 2016 Galway Hurdle 
behind Heartbreak City and had beaten subsequent Grade 1 winner Petit Parisienne to win his maiden hurdle. The ex 
Gigginstown horse's career over jumps in Sweden has been a disaster and he was back on the flat here and well beaten. 

The National was the fourth race on the card and only the six runners. German runners had won the last six runings but 
they had no representatives today. Three from the Czech Republic taking on one from Norway and two locals including an 
ex Trevor Hemmings/ Donald McCain runner in Moss Cloud winner of a novice hurdle at Newcastle in 2013. 

The course for the National involves ten individual fences of which two are jumped three times and two are jumped twice 
and all of these are jumped in both directions. The runners set off and do a circuit and a half in the opposite direction to 
the flat/ hurdle track. They then do a sharp right to cross the finishing straight and do a loop that sets then back going left 
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handed. They then do a separate small circuit which crosses the finishing straight at a different place before eventually 
rejoining the main course to jump what were fences one, two, and three in the opposite direction to finish. 

Czech runner Al Bustan runner up last year was odds on and the obvious choice in what looked a very poor renewal. He 
bolted in from the Norwegian runner Lady Dylan with the official distance being many lengths which I would estimate at 
forty plus with probably twenty back to the third and Moss Cloud coming in last of the four finishers a very very long way 
behind. The two fallers both went at the tenth fence which even the cameras didn't see when I watched the race back 
after I got home. 

Al Bustan who had won in the Czech Republic and Poland this year was a first win in the race after several placings for 
trainer Stanislav Papelko and also for Josef Bartos who was winning over jumps in the eight different country of his 
career. His big race triumphs include two Velka Pardubices on Decent Fellow in 2006 and Sixteen in 2008 and the Grade 
1 Gran Corsa Siepi d'Italia at Merano in 2013 on Sol Invictus. 

The second hurdle race was for horses that hadn't won more than two races over hurdles. The first two pulled well clear 
as favourite Varennes from Norway beat Battleoftrafalgar. The runner up took twelve attempts to break his maiden for 
Aiden O'Brien in 2010 before winning one all weather handicap at 40/1 and mustering one place in six hurdle runs for 
Michael Attwater. 

The final race a novice chase over 3,500 metres had more recent British form with Truckers Glory having won at Bangor 
in January for Rebecca Curtis earning a rating of 125. That looks high and after making 3,500 guineas at the May sales 
he trailed all the way here. It was a double for the National winning owner, trainer, and jockey but this was much closer as 
Bartos led only in the last fifty metres on Thirteen Diamonds. 

It's hard to see that Swedish jump racing is in great health with them having so few runners in the two main races and 
easily their best horse is a twelve year old. Apart from the two meeting here there are two chases at Blommerod 
equestrian centre near Malmo and a couple of hurdle races on many of the cards at Gothenburg.  

Monday June 19th Bro Park 

In 2011 it was announced that Sweden's premier racecourse at Taby had been sold for building and that 4,000 
apartments would be built on the site. After looking at no less than 65 possible sites it was decided that the replacement 
course would be built about 40 kilometres North West of Stockholm in the Uplands- Bro district. Taby closed on May 18th 
2016 and Bro Park opened for business a month later on June 19th. 

Bro town is a rather none descript place a bit like a new commuter town but apart from the racecourse it has several golf 
courses including the Bro Hof Slot course where they play the Scandinavian Masters on the European Tour. It is easy to 
find being just by junction 148 of the E18 motorway which links Stockholm and Oslo. 

5Skr on the gate with 3Skr for the race card and as you would expect on a new site there is plenty of space around the 
enclosure.  

The grandstand which looks good from a distance is poor. A small spattering of rain cleared all the outside areas because 
the roof hardly covers anything including most of the eating areas. It's too small and anything but functional and as they 
race all the year round with over forty meetings and I am not sure I would want to be here on a cold wet January day.  

 The course itself is left handed with a turf course which is 2,100 metres around with a dirt track inside of 1,900 metres 
and they can race under the lights. A press release issued just before opening day said that separate hurdle and chase 
tracks were planned on the infield but there is no sign of either at present. Most of the standard meetings are what are 
called lunchgalopps starting just after midday to fit in with the trotting meetings of which there are over 1,000 in Sweden 
each year at 33 courses. All but one of the remaining meetings at Bro Park are evening cards with the exception being the 
Stockholm Cup day which is an afternoon card in late September. 

Ten races on the card starting at 5.50 and running through till 9.55 with mainly 25 minute gaps between races but 
strangely there was a 43 minute gap after race three for a display of Irish dancing. This is one of the main meetings of the 
season with a Group 3 and two listed races with all races on the grass and there was just a fair crowd.  

Thirteen in the two year old Future Stars race over 1,200 metres and while all had had their trial race (all horses have to 
have a trial race with a jockey in colours and out of the stalls with details in the race card) only four had run in actual 
races. I expected the two winners to be favoured in the betting as they had no penalties but it was 5/1 the field as the 
betting opened. The two I liked in the paddock were Shake the Disease and the filly Light Treading and I decided to go 
with the colt. He was about 10/1 when I backed him and then just shortened and shortened into just under 4/1 favourite. 



Racin’ 6 

First out of the stalls he led for 200 metres and then went backwards very quickly. No whips are allowed in two year old 
races and at the line Light Treading was just pushed out to win with plenty in hand to become the first winner sired by 
2013 Prix du Moulin winner Maxios   

First of the listed races was the Bloomers Vase for fillies and mares over 1,600 metres. The Norwegian trained Icecapada 
was odds on despite her best form being over further. The obvious danger was the one three year old Seaside Song 
trained at the course and a three time distance winner at the track although one was on the dirt. I thought Seaside Song 
was given plenty to do but the favourite had two lengths in hand at the line. 

The Group 3 Stockholm Stora Pris is one of only three Group races in Sweden and was elevated to that level in 2006 
having been run since 1930. Reduced in distance to 1,800 metres from 1,950 since its move to Bro Park it had a good 
field of fourteen runners with horses from all three Nordic countries plus one from Germany. Danish challenger Brownie 
who had only lost one of his last seven starts (when dropped into a sprint) was odds on but this was right at the top of his 
stamina limit. The main dangers appeared to be the seven year old Hurricane Red winner of the Swedish Triple Crown in 
his year but he had found it hard to win recently and the German runner Diplomat who had struggled at home but was 
joint top rated. The race was run at a good pace and that suited Hurricane Red who stays well and he came wide up the 
straight to pass plenty and win by two lengths. Brownie just got up for second on the line 

The second listed race was the Zawawi Bro Park Sprint over 1,200 metres. The two best horses Spykes Bay and Captain 
America had won thirty races between them but they had the worst draws in twelve and thirteen and their best form was 
on a dirt surface. The rest appeared much of a muchness so when Captain America hit 6/1 he looked overpriced. After 
two hundred metres Captain America was last and going nowhere and even when they swung in he appeared to have no 
chance. However when they straightened up he just took off around the field and won going away by a length and three 
parts. The seven year old having run in the Danish Derby at three has slowly been coming back in trip but didn't get back 
to sprinting till October 2016. It was his stamina though that won this race. The horse is owned by six times Norwegian 
champion jockey Epsen Ski whose career was ended by a fall at Ovrevoll in November 2013. Standing on the 
presentation podium being interviewed he looked in good nick for a man who after the fall was in a coma with multiple 
bleeds on the brain, many major broken bones, and two punctured lungs., 

In 2013 Stockholm gained another racecourse or to be more precise the resurrection of the original Swedish racecourse 
in the Royal National Park in the Gardet area of the city. The original course opened in 1831 and closed in 1918 but on 
Sweden's National Day June 6th a once a year meeting is held. While the racing is the centrepiece there was a lot more 
going on and there was reportedly a massive crowd for the inaugural meeting.    

Friday August 25th Kilbeggan 

Kilbeggan is just about in the middle of Ireland and is one of the few jump only tracks in the country. It's a tight track just 
over a mile around and always on the turn. Eight meetings- the majority on Friday nights- with the main race of the season 
being the Midland Grand National in July. 

Star turn tonight was Grade 1 winner Whiteout who had been found a nice opportunity in the conditions (not won more 
than one weight for age hurdle since May2016) two mile three hurdle. Rated in the 140's she has no chance in handicaps 
and the Grade 1 win looks a bit of a fluke so this was perfect for her.  

Her trainer Willie Mullins followed up in the two mile maiden hurdle with the Aga Khan cast off Sayar. A big sort he looked 
more than useful in making most and then quickening clear to win by sixteen lengths from Big Ben who had decent 
maiden hurdle form himself. 

Plenty of iffy characters in the two four beginners chase. A Sizing Network was 0 for 13 in chases and started favourite 
but was again turned over this time by one of three Gigginstown runners in Arkwrisht a big clumsy sort who managed to 
only make one mistake tonight at the last. Third home was another Gigginstown runner in Bilko who refused to pass A 
Sizing Network after the last and is a real dodge pot.  

Saturday August 26th Killarney  

Big queues on the roads heading out of the Kingdom of Kerry as I headed in with thousands going to Dublin for the All 
Ireland Gaelic Football Semi Final replay against Mayo. It probably resulted in the smaller crowd than I had expected for 
the final day of the August Festival. Ten days racing here in the year over three festivals in mid May, mid June and late 
August. Most days are mixed but this is one of three jumps only days. This is one of the nicest settings I have been to with 
the tree covered Kerry Mountains overlooking the course. It's another tight track just over a mile around triangular in 
shape with a three furlong run in.  
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Joseph O'Brien had two decent flat performers in the two mile maiden hurdle with the ex Tom Dascombe inmate Cymro in 
at evens on his jumping debut while The Major General had been beaten half a length by Ulysses but had two moderate 
jumping efforts to his name. Cymro was beaten at half way and evidently finished lame while The Major General made 
lots of mistakes. The easy winner Balakani dropped his rider going to the start, nearly refused to race, and then didn't 
want to come back off the course so is obviously a thinker and runner up Iusetoluvheronce is now 0 from 11 with a rating 
of 98 so the forms not great. 

6/4 favourite Robin Des Foret duly won the two six novice hurdle but was probably very lucky to do so. Having disputed 
the lead or led outright for most of the race he was challenged going to the last by Wonderoftheworld and while both met 
the hurdle wrong Robin Des Foret stood up but Wonderoftheworld crashed out and brought down third placed Cook 
Islands. Wonderoftheworld looked to have the momentum to win the race and this was a big step up on beating the serial 
looser Coeur Joyeux in his maiden. I fancy Willie Mullins has many better novice hurdlers than Robin Des Foret. 

The two six handicap hurdle was a slowly run affair and the form is probably not worth a lot. There is a decent handicap 
hurdle in fifth home Hallmark while it was no sort of stamina test for Irish National third Abolitionist even from twenty six 
pounds below his chase mark. 

The connections of Wonderoftheworld (owner Barry Connell, trainer Alan Fleming, and jockey Denis O'Regan) had better 
luck in the beginners chase with Product of Love who made most and battled on well from the last. He is probably and O 
K sort. Runner up Roconga with six placed efforts from his six chases doesn't find much in a battle.  

Three good horses in the two four novice chase and it was a cracking finish. Grade 2 winning hurdler Peregrine Run is a 
real good ground performer and after taking time to warm up to his jumping he came with a powerful run to win by half a 
length. He isn't top class but will win more races when there is no soft in the going. Runner up Conrad Hastings is a much 
better chaser than hurdler and after two wins just came up short here and might be better over slightly longer. Rathvinden 
missed the thick end of three years after finishing third to Faugheen in the Neptune at the festival and took a couple of 
runs to get back to winning form He was only beaten half an length and a head and he will be better over further and with 
more give in the ground. 

The ú50K two mile four handicap chase was a wide open affair but nothing got to all the way leader Kilcarry Bridge with a 
loose horse on the run in being the only danger from two out. Trainer John Ryan believes in running his horses so is hard 
to catch when he does get a winner but he knows the time of day  

Sunday August 27th Curragh 

The builders are in and the new facilities are due to open in 2019. There is a limit of 6,000 spectators for the temporary 
facilities but no problem today with three Group 3's and the Irish Cambridgeshire drawing a crowd more appropriate for a 
gaff track on a wet Wednesday.  

A mile two year old maiden opened things up with the Aidan O'Brien runner Christopher Robin  odds on after running 
second to a stable mate at Leopardstown while second favourite was Port Lions for Godolphin and he had already had 
three goes and had sprouted blinkers. 

Double figures everything else in the betting and the two I liked best in the paddock were the favourite's stable mate 
Saxon Warrior and Meagher's Flag for Jim Bolger. 12/1 Saxon Warrior while Meagher's Flag was just under 50's on 
Betfair. Meagher's Flag was always prominent and just when I was beginning to hope for a big priced winner Donnacha 
O'Brien pulled out Saxon Warrior and sailed past most of the field and dotted up by three and a bit lengths with his ears 
pricked.  The last time I had an ante post bet for the Derby was on Quest for Fame many many moons ago after seeing 
him win his maiden at Newbury but I thought this was impressive so I have had a little bit on Saxon Warrior at 33's. 

There are races to be won with Meagher's Flag while third and fourth Saracen Knight (another O'Brien runner) and Fridjof 
Nansen will certainly improve for the experience. Christopher Robin just looked very one paced. 

A 2/7 shot for O'Brien in the one mile Group 3 Flame of Tara Stakes with Ballet Shoes but she got herself in a bit of a 
mess beforehand. She ran a decent enough race but was easily seen off by the once raced maiden Liquid Amber. She 
had obviously come on a lot for her first run and we will see how good she is if she goes for one of the championship 
races later in the season. 

Eighth start of the season for Irish Oaks runner up Rain Goddess in the mile one Group 3 Snow Fairy Stakes and her first 
win. She isn't a Group 1 performer but can win again at this level. The third Group 3 of the day also went to the O'Brien 
yard with U S Navy Flag who bolted up on the six furlong Round Tower Stakes. He's a solid performer but has his 
limitations.  
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Sunday September 10th Partynice Wroclaw 

It was in 2002 that the Polish version of Galileo won a very modest renewal of the 2 miles 5 novice hurdle at the 
Cheltenham festival and raised the profile of racing in that country. He only won a summer novice chase at Perth after that 
and Polish racing went back into obscurity. They have been racing in Poland since the 1840s and at present there are 
three courses. Sluzewiec in Warsaw, Sopot on the Baltic coast near Gdansk, and Partynice in Wroclaw. (The Polish 
Jockey Club has a link to a course in Krakow but I could find no sign of racing taking place)  

Partynice racecourse has had plenty of ups and downs since it opened in 1907. After closing in 1941 during World War 2 
the course reopened in 1953 with a highpoint of 28 meetings in 1955. By 1962 it had closed again before a mini revival 
starting in the 1970's with mainly Arab racing and while the course's big race the Wielka Wroclawska Chase started in 
1983 it was held only ten times up to 2012. 

In 2013 another re-launch saw a regular season of thoroughbred racing both on the flat and over jumps and 2017 the 
course joined the Crystal Cup series of cross country races featuring eleven races in six countries. 

The week after my visit the course was hosting the World Championship for bridleless riding including classes for 
dressage and show jumping. 

The racing season for 2017 consists of seventeen meetings from late April until late October (there are also regular 
trotting meetings) with today's meeting being the main one of the year. 

Just over twenty minutes on bus 113 from the main railway station to stop Husarska and then a five minute walk to the 
course for which entry is free with 5 Zloty (about £1) for the race card. The race card is available free on line to print four 
days before the meeting and contains the horse's last three runs and placings and prize money won for the last two years.  

The course has two excellent grandstands and the right handed flat track is about 2,100 metres around with the hurdle 
track just inside it. The chase and cross country courses wander around (the novice chasers missed out the larger jumps) 
with a lot of the fences being natural hedges. There is an on off bank used in the cross country races and about a thirty 
metre water splash right in front of the stands. 

Tote only betting and most unusually there was no place betting. It was win only or forecasts of the first two, three, or four 
in correct order depending on the field size. Seven races with two chases, two hurdles, and three flat races including one 
for Arabs. 

The meeting kicked off with a three year old hurdle over 2,800 metres and six of the runners had raced against each other 
over course and distance in August. Dallina had won that with plenty in hand then having finished last behind some of the 
same rivals in June. Jockey Pavel Palczynski looked anything but stylish but kept Dallina going to follow up by a head 
from Rubiner who had been beaten fifteen lengths in August. The winner is owned by Natalia Hendzel who is the leading 
flat jockey at the course. After receiving the trophy she donned her helmet and went out and won the 1,400 handicap on 
Nota which is owned by the wife of the winning jockey in the first race. Both are trained by Michal Borkowski who is well 
clear in the trainer's table. 

The first big race was the Wielka Partynicka a hurdle over 4,200 metres won last year by the Swedish Calvados but he 
was an absentee this year. Four Czech challengers in the eight runners and on form they seemed to have the whip hand 
with Masha who won here at the August meeting from Le Grand where Taurito who ran in Sweden had fallen. Taurito 
likes to make it and after getting very buzzed up by a false start in which all the runners jumped the first hurdle he tore off 
at a speed he could never keep up. The field got to him with about a thousand metres left and it was one of the locals in 
Isuzu and Pavel Peprna who after being last early on swept by entering the straight to win eased down with Le Grand best 
of the Czechs in second.  

Eight in the Wielka Wroclawska over 5,000 metres (175,000 Zloty in prize money the same as the Polish Derby) with 
three Czech challengers but the favourite was a local in the five year old Reki-winner of the Crystal Cup here in June and 
the trial race for this in August. The first five home in the Crystal Cup all ran with the unknown quantity being Czech 
runner Izynka winner of four of his last five at Pardubice. Although beaten in the Crystal Cup I thought 2015 winner Delight 
My Fire under Swedish jockey Niklas Loven had a chance to turn the tables over a 500 metre shorter trip. She still had a 
chance when coming down late in Cheltenham last December in the race won by Cantlow and since the run here had 
chased home Swedish National winner Al Bustan in Italy and looked value at about 7/2. Loven set a steady pace and 
apart from one fence made just about all and had the race won turning in for the final two jumps being followed home by 
the other Czechs Pareto and Izynka. Reki was being ridden a long way from home and trailed home fifth and was 
certainly below his best. Trainer Radim Bodlak said after the race that the winner goes for the Velka Pardubice and 
unusually for a Czech trained horse she has run at the course only once since 2015. 
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Western Perk made £21K after winning her Irish point in June by a distance and made her debut for new Czech 
connections in the 3,800 metres four year old novice chase. She looked like the outing would do her good and it was a 
local runner in Irga whose string of placed efforts mainly on the flat made her look a horse to avoid who took the race. 

After having just the one male jockey on the first flat race the other two were confined to female riders with the 1,600 
metre Arab maiden going to the combination of trainer Borkowski and jockey Hendzel. The other a 1907 metre conditions 
race was a first course win of the year for last season's top jockey Cornelia Fraisi on Sweet as Sugar. The horse stood out 
in the parade ring and at about 8/1 and with placed form in Warsaw from only four runs she looked the selection. She led 
nowhere but the line making up at least two lengths in the last hundred metres to win by a nose.  

Wroclaw itself is well worth a visit. There is a lot of history to the city but it is now a modern city of over half a million 
people on which a lot of Zlotys have been spent since the end of the communist era. The number one tourist attraction is 
the Panorama of the Battle of Raclawice a painting 114 metres by 15 metres depicting scenes from the battle in which the 
Poles defeated the Russians in 1794. I went on Saturday afternoon and managed to book a time for Monday morning with 
visits in half hour blocks limited to about fifty people. 

For more recent history the Centrum Historii Zajexdnia Museum tells the story of the last eighty years from when the city 
was part of Germany and known as Breslau. At the insistence of Russia the border of Germany was moved to the west 
and it became part of Poland. The expulsion of all ethnic Germans and replacement by displaced poles from the east, the 
communist oppression, the solidarity uprising, and the move to being a modern city is at lot for one city in so short a time 
and the museum-which only opened in 2016-tells the story very well and in English as well as Polish.  

There are plenty of other attractions around the city from the many fine old buildings around the very large market square 
to the hundreds on dwarf statues (originally an anti communist symbol) around the streets. The old town is small enough 
to walk around and for outlying attractions the buses and trams are frequent and very cheap. 

                
              Swedish Grand National winner                                                                   Bro Park 

 

                                                                                         Wroclaw 
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Patrolling the Borders with Mike Wheater 

 

The Scottish Borders is a hotbed of horse related activities and as a result the region has a number of 
professional jockeys and trainers. For example Hawick has produced Keith Dalgleish and more recently Jason 
Hart who was champion flat apprentice in 2013 whilst Wilson Renwick who recently retired from National Hunt 
racing following injury, now hopes to make it on a different saddle as a professional cyclist. However the most 
notable jumps jockey is Ryan Mania from Galashiels, famous for his 2013 Grand National victory on Auroras 
Encore for trainer Sue Smith at 66/1. Not long after that success Ryan retired from the sport citing weight 
issues and perhaps influenced by a horror fall at Hexham the very next day after that National triumph, which 
underlines the perilous nature of the sport. 

Keith Dalgleish also had to quit the saddle sooner than expected aged just 21; his 6 ft height meant a daily 
struggle to maintain the required weight which he could no longer endure. He made his name as apprentice 
and stable jockey to Mark Johnston, notching up nearly 300 winners including a Group 1 win in Germany 
aboard Yavana's Pace. 

After 'retiring' he fiddled with riding work, briefly tried life as a jump jockey and then began breaking in horses 
for Dandy Nicholls before joining the training division as assistant to Noel Wilson at Carluke, South 
Lanarkshire. When Mr Wilson departed for Yorkshire, the yard's owner had no hesitation in promoting Keith 
and in 2011 he took over Belstane stable as trainer. Now in his seventh season, Keith delivers a constant 
stream of winners and is regarded as one of the best young trainers around. 

Iain Jardine is another rising star of the training ranks that began his career in 2009 at a small stable in 
Bonchester Bridge just outside Hawick. Before becoming a trainer Iain rode as a conditional jump jockey for 
Lenny Lungo and it was through this association that he relocated to his former boss's yard at Carrutherstown, 
Dumfries two years ago. The move allowed him to build up the operation and Iain has a reputation for 
successfully improving acquisitions on both the flat and over sticks.  

Two horses in particular have put him on the map, the aptly named Shrewd and Nakeeta who first came to 
public attention after winning the Old Borough Cup at Haydock in 2015 at 20-1. That win was recently eclipsed 
by Nakeeta's victory in this year's York Ebor handicap in a thrilling finish with the booking of 5lb claiming 
apprentice Callum Rodriguez proving a master stroke. This was a well executed plan as Callum was booked to 
ride two months before the race and came up several times to ride Nakeeta and get to know him. 

A common denominator between Keith Dalgleish and Iain Jardine is that they both took part in 'flapping' in their 
youth. Flapping consists of unlicensed flat races that take place mainly in the Border towns of Hawick, 
Langholm and Selkirk during the summer months.  

It is not recognised by the BHA and is generally frowned on by the authorities - for this reason Ryan Mania did 
not participate in flapping. Race distances are between six and twelve furlongs and there are four or five races 
each meeting. 'Pony racing' which is often the term used in Ireland for flapping is also a feature of the 
meetings, where young riders can gain valuable experience before moving onto flapping and bigger and better 
things.  

The horses that run in flapping are all thoroughbreds, often bought out of racing yards when they didn't make 
the grade under rules. Flapping has a handicapping system, horse passports, registered jockeys, insurance, a 
code of conduct, a clerk of course and even a clerk of scales. However once a horse has contested a flapping 
race it can never return to run under rules while professional jockeys have to serve a year on the sidelines if 
found to have participated on the circuit. Rightly or wrongly, there is a whiff of skulduggery associated with 
flapping. In October 2013 a horse called Bert Trick who was due to run in an evening meeting at 
Wolverhampton became the subject of a massive gamble, backed into 5-1 from 33-1. At late notice Bert Trick 
was withdrawn from its race when the BHA received intelligence on the day that the horse had been running 
on flapping tracks in Ireland.  

Greg Fairley, also from Hawick seemed to be following in the footsteps of Keith Dalgleish when crowned 
champion apprentice in 2007 attached to Mark Johnston's stable. Greg cut his teeth on the flapping circuit 
where his father, Andrew rode more than 600 winners. But in 2011 a promising career lay in ruins when he 
received a 12 year ban from racing for corruption. I knew Greg's family personally and this was an extremely 
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sorry episode. Since the ban he has retrained as a tree surgeon and ridden winners back on the flapping 
circuit. 

The flapping meetings coincide with the annual common riding events which take place in 11 Border towns 
through midsummer and this tradition is one of the oldest equestrian festivals in the world. The common riding 
dates back to the 13th and 14th centuries during the Border wars with England and the ridings celebrate each 
Border town's history and tradition, culminating in ride outs involving hundreds of horses. Hawick common 
riding is the first and largest of the festivals which celebrates the capture of an English flag in 1514 at the battle 
of Hornshole. 500 years later in 2014, the 11 towns collaborated to jointly promote their events to domestic and 
international visitors. Iain Jardine was involved in the common riding as a boy which is a good starting point for 
budding jockeys. 

National Hunt racing takes place at Kelso which is set in beautiful Border's countryside. It dubs itself 'Britain's 
friendliest racecourse' and a visit is highly recommended. In midwinter the course is susceptible to 
abandonments but there are plenty of fixtures throughout the season, some of which are quite lucrative and 
attract entries from the biggest yards (I'm not sure this is appreciated by the local trainers though!). In fact 
Kelso is a good place to spot future Grand National winners. Ballabriggs (2011) and Auroras Encore (2013) 
both warmed up for their National wins at Kelso in early March over shorter distances while this year's winner, 
One for Arthur, began his campaign at the Border's track. 
 

 

59ôs DRAW RESULTS UPDATE 

The latest ó59ôsô winners are as follows ï each now wins the monthly £50 prize! 

The winners are based on the bonus ball drawn on the first Saturday Lotto draw each month. 

August 5th ~ 27 ~ Alan Hill from Atherton 

Sept 2nd ~ 08 ~ Dave Brookfield from Southport 

Oct 7th ~ 21 ~ Terry Dickinson from Clitheroe 

If anyone else wants to join we currently have numbers 35-52-53-54 available! 

Please contact Phil Evans (see contacts list on last page) if you wish to join in ï costs £12 for 12 draws! 

 
 

SUMMER BOOK COMPETITION 
 

It seems a long time ago now, but NRC members óhomeworkô during the summer recess was to compile a 
football team made up of jockeys/trainers who had the same name and initials of well known soccer players. 
 
Mike Campbell from Stockport was the overwhelming winner and his óteamô is set out below: 
 
G Wood, S Kelly, J OôShea, R Dunne, R Harris, R Whelan, A King, K Dalgleish, M Johnston, A Carroll, J 
Haynes. Subs: M Channon & F Lee (could have had M Quinn also!). 
 

 A suitable prize will be sorted out for Mike shortly. No competition this month but there will be a bumper racing 
quiz for the Christmas edition!                                       
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Another Darwen youngster makes a mark! 
By HAROLD HEYS 

 

NOT MANY members of the Northern Racing Club will have experienced life as a jockey and have 
experienced the thrill of that first race ride! 
 
What does it mean for a young jockey? "Ab-so-lute-ly-fan-tas-tic" says 20 year-old Melissa Dabrowski who had 
her first-ever outing at Redcar a few weeks ago. 
 
Most youngsters going into the paddock to meet up with her mount and get a leg up for the first time would be 
nervous; some would be terrified. Melissa couldn't stop smiling. From ear to ear. 
 
It's was exactly four years since the Darwen lass packed her bags and headed off as a 16-year-old to 
Newmarket to launch her career as a jockey. Just like Albert Whalley, another Darwen teenager had done well 
over 100 years ago. 
 
Albert pitched up in Newmarket as a 13-year old and became one of the top jockeys in the years before the 
Great War. He won a couple of classic races before setting up as a trainer. Steve Donoghue was a big pal of 
his. Little Albert is one of Melissa's heroes. "He was a Darwen lad and I know all about him," says Melissa. 
 
She finally got her first ride at Redcar. She wore a broad smile as she entered the paddock to be greeted by 
trainer Sean Regan of Leyburn and her parents Gregg and Tricia. She was still smiling the following day. 
 
Every young jockey dreams of winning the Derby but her debut race was a more modest affair, a mile 
handicap for novice riders. She didn't win; she finished half-way down the field, but she was thrilled. 
 
Her mount, a five-year-old bay mare called Southview Lady went off at 66-1 and wasn't expected to figure in 
the closing stages. But trainer Sean was more than pleased with her riding. "Melissa broke well and kept her 
up to her work all the way. Some jockeys on the big stage for the first time just freeze ï not her!" 
 
Sean said the whole of Leyburn was wishing her all the best for her debut ride. Afterwards, everyone was 
congratulating her. Also there were grandparents, Jim and Christine and auntie Alison ï they all live in Darwen 
ï as well as Melissa's boyfriend Paul.  
 
"We'd all waited a long time for Melissa's debut. We were all nervous ï even Sean. But she was so cool," said 
Gregg. "She's had quite a few injuries over the years but they just made her more determined." 
 
Melissa is tiny, even for a jockey. She is 4ft 10in and weighs 7st 5lbs. As Southview Lady was set to carry 10st 
2lb she had to make up the difference with a hefty saddle and a weight-cloth packed with lead. She could 
barely lift it all! Melissa left home for a course at the British Racing School at Newmarket and later worked in 
several stables till she joined the small, friendly, stable of Sean at Coverham, Leyburn, two and a half years 
ago. 
 
"It's a close-knit community and everyone looks out for everyone else," says Mel as most people call her. "I've 
been amazed at all the calls I've had, some from people I don't know, saying what a good race I'd ridden. I told 
them I'd waited four years for that moment and wasn't going to screw it up!" 
 
Southview Lady can be a bit of a handful and a couple of the other riders offered her a lead down to the 
straight-mile start. "No thanks," she said and off she cantered.  She came back at a fair lick; in third place for 
much of the way before the soft going began to tell and they faded a little. 
 
Most young jockeys tend to hang on grimly to the reins with both hands, but Melissa couldn't resist a bit of 
"showboating," giving her mount a crack with her right hand and then neatly transferring it to her other hand for 
a second tap. "Can't wait for the next race," says Mel.  Albert Whalley would have been proud of her! 
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Melissa Dabrowski: all smiles            Confident Melissa enters the paddock ready for action.      Albert "Snowy" Whalley 

 

 

COMING SOON ï RACING SYSTEMS ONLINE FROM NRC 
 

If you prefer to study the form of all races in depth before having a flutter then this will not be of interest to you! 
 
However if you like following óstatistical systemsô to find winners this may well be right up your street. 
 
Early in the New Year I shall be releasing figures compiled over the last four years to help identify where and when to bet 
bases on certain criteria. 

 
For example you will be able to identify which courses are best for following horses wearing blinkers/hoods for the first 
time and where it is best to follow horses returning after a long layoff. 
 
Needless to say for flat races you will be able to identify which courses are best to take heed of the draw ï all based on a 
level stakes profit basis. It will also show you where it is fairly safe to assume there is no draw bias. The stats will even 
show where a certain stall is worth following in races! 
 
Trainer Traits stats are also recorded and once you see them you may change your mind about following trainers with 
strong records (3+ wins in last 10 years) at Cheltenham. 
 
Where trainers have won races once/twice before in the last 10 years the stats will also show which courses are best to 
follow trainer patterns. 
 
Stats will also show courses where it is best to follow beaten favourites and also previous course winners. 
 
You will need to view the stats online and download data in óopen officeô format (available free to download). 
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FOREWARNING AND THE STAYING RACING CLUB UPDATE 
Forewarning (3yo bg Cacique-Buffering by Beat Hollow) is READY TO GO!  From being ridden at the 
beginning of July he is now ready and we are waiting for the green light from Newcastle for a racecourse 
gallop. 

 

 
Forewarning and gallop companion 

 
Staying Racing Club is almost live (slowness on part of manager-me) and the idea is still for him to start off by 
contesting 3yo NH flat races in the remaining months of this year.  Depending on how he gets on, he could 
stay in that sphere (Susan) or race on the flat (me).  Look out not only for his half brother, Roller, trained by 
Mick Easterby, but also his baby half-brother Buffer Zone, by Bated Breath, in training with Roger Charlton. 
To join will cost £50 per month.   Girsonfield is a very friendly yard and visits are encouraged.  Racedays are 
also very enjoyable group occasions.  Susan has had an influx of very nice horses to look out for such as 
Ahead of the Curve and Coolmeen Hill. 
 
If anyone would like to visit Girsonfield or would be interested in joining Staying Racing, please contact me by 
email at wildandfruitful@gmail.com or by phone on 016973 44304 (Jane Maggs). 
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STABLE VISIT TO IAN WILLIAMS by Jane Maggs 

 
A good turnout on a glorious Monday morning for a visit from the Wales RC and NRC to Ian Williamsô yard on 
September 18th.  Tucked away down a lane which is not quite sure if it is rural anymore, the stables are north 
of Alcester and just north of the M42. If you listen carefully from the top of the gallops you can hear the faint 
roar of the traffic, but at the same time the yard has second-to-none access to the motorway network.  
We were shown around the yards by Richard Ryan, Ianôs assistant trainer and one of the most interesting and 
informative people you are likely to come across in a racing stable. Ian joined us on the gallops for third lot and 
was equally informative as well as being a very entertaining raconteur. The entire team thrive on finding the 
key to bringing out the best in each horse and to keeping horses interested. They are also masters at 
rekindling interest in horses who have been there and done it and feeling they have had enough. Other core 
members of the team are Jason, the in-house farrier and Fabrice, Travelling Head Lad. 
The impressively spacious yards are bordered by sets of innovative mini-barns of six boxes each, three on 
either side facing each other. There are boxes for around one hundred horses.  The horses in the middle 
boxes of each set of three face into the barn as normal, but the outer boxes have an extra window in the side 
which allows horses to look out into the yard and watch what is going on. Horses are matched to box location 
according to individual preference.   
 

 
 

There are also special boxes for horses with behavioural problems such as crib biting and windsucking. 
Richard likened windsucking to a bodybuilder who is addicted to dumbbell curls building up enormous biceps. 
Windsucking overdevelops the wrong neck muscles for the same reason, but trying to prevent windsucking 
causes a horse enormous distress. Instead, a collar is worn with nodules on either side of the neck in the 
location of the muscles prone to overdevelopment. Using the bicep curl analogy, this means that rather than 
doing a full rep the arm is only raised partway thus preventing excessive muscle development. 

 
Part of one vast barn contains the horse walkers and equine pool. The pool is eighteen feet deep, which 
caused some comment. Apparently a shallower pool does not provide enough resistance to give a horse a 
proper workout. Some horses go hell-for-leather and two laps is the equivalent of going up the gallops for 
them. Others can glide around all day without expending much energy.  The pool is also a useful place for 
picking up on back injuries which may not have been spotted on dry land.  There was much discussion about a 
horseôs core temperature and about how vital it is that the water is very cold so that excess heat generated by 
swimming can be dissipated as fast as possible. This is used to great advantage when horses are flown long 
distances.  The temperature in the aircraftôs hold is dropped to -5 C initially and then to -10 C for the duration 
of the flight. All the body heat is drawn to its core and the horse almost goes into hibernation during the flight.  
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The other part of the barn houses an enormous indoor school where the strings are trotted after warming up on 
the walkers and before going on the gallops. There are also practice hurdles in the school plus it means no 
time need be lost due to bad weather.  
There are two all weather gallops, one flat and 4f round and the other a straight stiff uphill.  The view down the 
uphill gallop is stunning. 

 

 
. 

 

Big Easy, winner of the 2014 
Cesarewitch, watches 
everything in the yard 

Anti- windsucking 
collar and anti-crib 
biting box 
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Third lot included the evergreen Gasline Boy, 5th in this yearôs Grand National and at 11 years old showing no 
sign of age catching up with him.  It was great to see stable star Ballyalton coming back into training after 
injury; he is loved by everyone at the yard and is most loved by David the Head Lad, who was trusting no-one 
else to ride him. The multi-talented Kapstadt is probably still improving, certainly over obstacles. However the 
fine-looking horse flying around the gallop bursting with good health was The Statesman, who demonstrated 
his wellbeing by winning a Class 4 handicap at Sandown two days later and then running away with a very 
good Class 3 handicap at Newmarket just three days after that.  
 
There are so many other nice horses at the yard to look out for such as: Speedo Boy, who won a listed race in 
France at the start of the season and is eligible for the lucrative French premiums (remember that Ian worked 
for Francois Doumen and is more than happy to send raiding parties across the Channel); Byron Flyer, who 
after finishing fifth in a grade 3 hurdle at Aintree this year has managed to win more being placed in five 
outings on the flat than many horses win in a lifetime; Banditry, who we saw not win the last race at Worcester 
on Monday afternoon; Bengal Lancer, who Ian has great hopes for and another extremely multi-talented horse, 
London Prize, who, it is hoped, will place in the Cesarewitch. You read it here. 
 
Many racing club members agreed that this was the best stable tour they had ever attended and that we had 
all learned a great deal.  Thanks to Dave Bates for organising us and thank you to Ian Williams, the team and 
all the horses at Dominion Stables to whom we wish every success. 
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TRAINER TRAITS IN NOVEMBER 

A brief summary of some of the races in November ï fuller lists available to download on our website. 

Friday November 18
th

 Haydock ï 2m 6f Novices' Chase: P Nicholls has won 5 times (2012-16). Apart from the latest 
winner all others started as 1

st
/2

nd
 favourites after finishing 1

st
/2

nd
 on last run. 

Friday November 18
th

 Haydock ï 2m NH Flat Race: D McCain has won 3 times (in 2009, 10 & 13). All were aged 4yo 
and sent off as 2

nd
 favourites. Race Fact: Peddlers Cross won the race for the stable in 2009 and went on to win races at 

the Cheltenham and Aintree festivals the following spring. 

Saturday November 19
th

 Ascot ï Gr 2 'Stella Artois 1965' Chase over 2m 5f: P Nicholls has won 4 times (in 2010, 11, 
13 & 14). The 4 stable winners were sole/joint favourites. 

Saturday November 19
th

 Ascot ï Gr 2 'Coral' Hurdle over 2m 3f: N Henderson has won 3 times (in 2008, 09 & 12). All 
had won their last race and were sent off as sole/joint favourites. 

Saturday November 19
th

 Haydock ï 3m H/cap Hurdle (Gr 3): DE Pipe has won 3 times (in 2010, 11 & 13). All were 
aged 5yo and won on either of their last two completed races. Longest winning odds were 6/1. 

Saturday November 19
th

 Haydock ï Gr 1 Betfair Chase: Two trainers have a strong record in this race: P Nicholls has 
won 5* times (in 2007, 09 & 11 ï all with Kauto Star and in 2012 & 2014 with Silviniaco Conti) All had finished 5th or better 
on their last run and had odds of 6/1 or shorter. *6 career wins. C Tizzard has won 3 times (with Cue Card) in 2013, 15 & 
16. On each occasion the horse finished 3

rd
 or better 18-21 days earlier. 

Saturday November 19
th

 Punchestown ï 2m 4f Beginners Chase: WP Mullins has won 5 times (in 2011, 13, 14, 15 & 
16). All had odds of 6/1 or shorter. 

Saturday November 19
th

 Punchestown ï 3m 'Risk Of Thunder' Chase (Banks Course): Enda Bolger has won the 
race 8 times - for consecutive years (2008-10) & (2012-16). All last ran some 13-31 days earlier. 7/8 had odds of 3/1 or 
shorter. 

Sunday November 20
th

 Punchestown ï Gr 2 'Craddockstown' Novices' Chase over 2m: H De Bromhead has won 4 
times (in 2009, 11, 15 & 16). All won LTO (19-31 days earlier) and started as 1

st
/2

nd
 favourites. 

Sunday November 20
th

 Punchestown ï Gr 1 'Morgiana' Hurdle over 2m: WP Mullins has won the race 6 times (2011-
16). All were 3

rd
 or better on their last race and were 1

st
/2nd favourites.  

Friday November 25
th

 Newbury ï 2m 4f Gr 2 'Fullers London Pride' Novices' Chase: Nicky Henderson has won 3 
times (in 2008, 09 & 11). All had finished 2

nd
 or better on their last completed race in the previous season. All were 1

st
/2

nd
 

favourites. Race Fact: Denman & Bobs Worth both won this race before winning the RSA chase at Cheltenham the 
following year (as well as their later Gold Cup wins) and Coneygree won in 2014 before winning the Gold Cup in the same 
season. 

Friday November 25
th

 Newbury ï Gr 2 'Bet 365' Long Distance Hurdle over 3m: Paul Nicholls has won for five 
consecutive years (2009-13) with Big Bucks winning four and Celestial Halo one. All were 1

st
/2

nd
 favourites. Race Fact: 

Inglis Drever (twice), Big Bucks (three times) & Thistlecrack won this race before winning the World Hurdle at Cheltenham 
the following year. 

Friday November 25
th

 Newbury ï 3m Handicap Hurdle: P Hobbs has won 3 times (in 2007, 08 & 12). All had raced 
once/twice before in current season finishing no worse than 4

th
 in any of these races. A last run 12-27 days earlier was 

also a common feature. 

Saturday November 26
th

 Newbury ï 2m (Listed) 'Gerry Fielden' Limited Handicap Hurdle: Nicky Henderson has 3 
wins (in 2009, 12 & 14). All were 1

st
/2

nd
 favourites with longest odds being 9/2. 

Saturday November 26
th

 Newbury ï Gr 2 'Worcester' Novices' Chase over 2m 7f: Two trainers have a strong record 
in this race: P Nicholls has won 3 times (in 2009, 10 & 13). All the winners were aged 6 years and all were 1

st
/2

nd
 in their 

last race. Surprisingly only one of these winners were sent off as favourites, having odds of up to 13/2.C Tizzard also has 
3 wins 9in 2007, 15 * 16. All were 1

st
/2

nd
 on their last run (14-23 days earlier). Race Fact: 2015 winner Native River went 

on to win the Hennessy the following year. 

Saturday November 26
th

 Newcastle ï 2m 7f Novices' Limited Handicap Chase: Sue Smith has won 3 times (in 2011, 
14 & 15). All last ran within 9-32 days, and carried a weight between 10st 9lbs & 11

st
 1lb. 

Saturday November 26
th

 Newcastle ï 2m 7f 'Rehearsal' Handicap Chase (Listed): C Tizzard has won 3 times with 
Hey Big Spender (in 2011, 13 & 14). On each occasion the horse had a single prep race in the current season finishing 
3

rd
/4

th
 and always carried a weight between 11

st
 4lbs & 11

st
 12lbs. 


