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AUTUMN STABLE VISITS 2019
We still have some places available for the second of our stable visits lined up this Autumn. In order to tie in with a local race meeting it is again a mid-week date but well worth taking a day off work to attend!

Tuesday October 15th – Venetia Williams with racing at Hereford in the afternoon.

The stable visit will take place in the morning and there will be ample time to get to the racecourse for the afternoon race meeting following our visit. Final details will available a week before the visit.
As usual the club will collect voluntary donations (suggested donation is £5 per adult) on the day so we can leave a gift for the stable staff after the visit.

Places on the visit will be limited so please book as soon as possible to secure place(s). If you are later unable to attend please advise the club asap so the place(s) can be re-allocated.

Bookings can be sent to Dave Bates (see committee contact details on last page) together with your contact details for receipt of the final details (arrival time, directions etc). 
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RACING SPOTLIGHT – ROBERT EARNSHAW
Compiled by Brian Goodwill
HOW DID YOU START IN RACING AND WHAT CAN YOU REMEMBER ABOUT YOUR FIRST RIDE?
 

I started in racing by accident. Being from a farming background I left school at 16 and applied for a job in agriculture. My passion has always been animals, but sadly I didn’t get the role I wanted but was offered an office job which didn’t appeal at all! I went to the Dickinson’s as an short-term fix and stayed there for 11 years.

My first ride was in my second season. I rode a horse called Great Hunt at Hexham and managed to finish third. Michael Dickinson gave me my instructions and told me to walk the course as people often took the wrong course there. He added that should I take the wrong course; I should not return to the yard. Luckily, I managed to navigate my way round.

 

WHAT WAS YOUR GREATEST DAY AS A JOCKEY?
 

I was extremely fortunate to ride some amazing horses and it was a great thrill to win the Gold Cup on a horse I looked after in the yard. It was only after Silver Buck's death that I finished “doing my 3” when I wasn’t racing.

However, I think winning the third Queen Mother Champion Chase was probably the day I cherish the most.  Not forgetting a raft of big race wins at Haydock which is my favourite track.

 

DID YOU FINISH RIDING ON YOUR OWN TERMS?
 

I did, although it was brought forward slightly because Michael Dickinson went to Manton to train for Robert Sangster. The size and quality at the yard was reduced and although I had other riding jobs offered it wasn’t going to be the same.

 

DID YOU ENJOY TRAINING?
 

I loved training and have missed it greatly. It is always difficult giving people bad news. However, the joy owners get from the good days completely outweighs the bad.

 

REMIND US OF THE NORTH WEST RACING CLUB HORSE CAPTAIN CAVEMAN?
 

Captain Caveman was a joy to train, he had a relatively rare combination of power and athleticism. He was a gentleman in the stable and a great ride, which made him very popular in the yard.  Having run well in a bumper at Huntingdon, I was particularly pleased with his run over Hurdles at Haydock. Sadly, he developed leg problems which ended the dreams we all had for him. 

 

WHEN DID YOU START WORK WITH THE JOCKEY CLUB?
 

Denise and I took the decision to finish training in 1993. The country was in a recession at the time, our Son Michael was born in the January and the Stewards Secretary job was advertised. Although it wasn’t what I wanted to do, I had to be practical and opt for the security. The situation was similar to my first job, in that I didn’t expect to be there permanently but here I am!

 

DO YOU KEEP IN TOUCH WITH ANY OF THE LADS FROM YOUR DICKINSON DAYS?
 

My great friend was our head lad Brian Powell. He went on to work for Godolphin and usually comes home once a year when we have a reunion. Interestingly, this tends to be the original staff members from the Gisburn days. I suspect we were a smaller and closer group in the beginning.

 

 

WHAT'S THE BEST ASPECT OF YOUR PRESENT ROLE?
 

When you’re riding, you work with a lot of passionate people but they are on the whole a mercenary lot. However, most BHA officials are absolutely dedicated to the sport and are a great bunch of people. We all have the best interest of racing at heart even if there is the odd mistake made on the way. There is a huge variation of problems that the stewards have to deal with on and off the racecourse and life is never dull.  
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(Above Left – Wayward Lad at Haydock)                            (Above Right – Badsworth Boy at Aintree)          


GORDON ARMISTEAD’S RACING DIARY
Saturday September 7th Haydock
Three co favourites in a below par edition of the Sprint Cup taken by Hello Youmzain from the old timer The Tin Man who was probably unlucky after stumbling at the start. I had thought that Fairyland was overpriced at 16/1 back up to six furlongs but she never really got into it.

Plenty of in-form horses in the three-year-old mile six handicap and they finished spread all over the course like it was a sprint. Ranch Hand dropping into a handicap after trying higher class ran out a good winner and will stay a bit further.

Wednesday September 11th Laytown
The tide was still in when I arrived but as soon as it started to recede workmen were out on the beach putting up the first of rails and markers. The running rails only cover the last furlong with just marker posts for the rest of the course. One of the bigger jobs is blocking off about half a dozen small rivulets that run across the beach. A JCB piled up dams of sand to create small lakes all along the track. The last jobs was putting up the finishing post, photo finish mirror, a few advertising hoardings and you have a racecourse. The line of the course will vary from year to year depending on the alignment of the sand with the best route being chosen in the weeks before the meeting.

As the course was being set up plenty of the runners were taken down on to the beach and out for a paddle in the sea while a couple were cantered down the course and back.

They have been racing here since 1868 when racing started as an accompaniment to the Boyne rowing regatta. In 1901 the new local priest became involved and the meeting began to flourish.

Up until 1994 the crowds were all on the beach as was all the catering and bookmakers with no barriers or running rails. A film on the Pathe news site from 1958 shows a policeman shooing the crowd back as the horses approach the finish. Racing was held over distances between five furlongs and two miles with a loop near the next resort of Bettystown. That changed after a race when one horse spooked and fell bringing down four more. Three were killed and other loose horses bolted into the crowd injuring some spectators. Pictures on the web show part of the crowd stood around one of the stricken horses and one jockey being lifted into an ambulance. Interestingly that was the first on the card and the rest of the meeting went ahead. When racing returned after a break the longest distance was ten furlongs but this was eventually reduced again and now races are held over just six and seven furlongs. The course used to be a last hope for stalls phobic horses but that ended with their introduction in 2015.

The crowds and facilities are now mostly based on what is known as the race field where the only permanent building is the toilet block. There are some permanent stepping’s on the top of the dunes running along the length of the main enclosure while a limited number of racegoers can stand down on the beach behind a fence. There are certainly not enough places for everyone to watch the racing live and many were happy to watch on the big screen near the parade ring. The field is not that big and with all the tents for food, drink, weighing room etc plus the betting ring and it was pretty crowded.

They were showing Listowel on the screen and somebody made a spectacle of themselves shouting home 20/1 shot Poker Party and Rachel Blackmore in the Kerry National.

The racing is not a great standard with two of the winners scoring for the first time in twenty plus efforts. Easiest winner of the day was Sir Ottoman in the seven-furlong claimer bringing up a double for Nottinghamshire trainer Ivan Furtado and apprentice Gabriele Malune. There were also doubles for Joseph O'Brien's apprentice Shane Cross although not on the rides for his employer and Adrian McGuinness who trained the winners of the two amateur rider's races.

I watched the last race down on the beach and you could hear the horses on the firm sand from a long way off. Unlike most meetings Laytown does not take place on the same day of the week each year. Last year it was on a Thursday and next year it is on Tuesday September 1st.

This was my last Irish course and there has barely been a bad one. This course is a one off and I doubt I will return with the only other one I wouldn't be rushing back to is Down Royal where the viewing is hopeless. Even at the smallest track there is the chance of seeing a good horse in a flat /hurdle maiden, beginners chase, or in a conditions race.

Thursday September 12th Listowel
A mixed card with five on the flat, two over hurdles and a chase. The Aidan O'Brien trained Santiago was two's on in the two-year-old mile maiden and won comfortably. I doubt if he is a star and the one for the future in handicaps could be third home First Thing who was not knocked about.

Few in form runners in the mile handicap and the 6/1 for last time winner Bigger and Better without the first two favourites looked big. He never looked like winning but came through for second place behind favourite Franklyn who was wining for the second day running.

The all aged mare's and fillies' mile maiden went in good style to Aintree bumper winner Getaway Katie Mai. Her hurdle form has been nothing special so maybe a flat handicap might be the way to go. Runner up the Aga Khan's Sheranda looked very one paced.

Rock De Baune beat Klassical Dream over hurdles in France but his jumping has been moderate in Ireland. He looks happier on the flat taking the mile six handicap easily after looking outpaced early on and he will stay further.

The amateur rider's conditions race saw an easy win for Willie Mullin's graded placed hurdler Saglawy who missed much of the last jump season. He looks like he could be one for a decent two-mile handicap hurdle over the winter.

After missing his two flat winners J P McManus arrived by helicopter for Ballyoisin and Yanworth in the €100K two-mile handicap hurdle. Ballyoisin was well in on his chase form but his jumping is his big asset over fences while Yanworth on his first run for Enda Bolger was far from wound up. Winner David’s Charm who had come on from a fourth in the Galway Hurdle and a flat win at Killarney is a good solid runner and another flat handicap could come his way this autumn. Ballyoisin led till turning in while Yanworth trailed around and was pulled up two out.

The two-mile six beginners chase went to 50/1 shot Treacysenniscorthy from the Willie Mullins runner Eclat Des Mottes who hardly jumped a fence properly, Favourite Ministerforsport had a third place behind A Plus Tard and Duc Des Genievres last season and connections will be hoping he just needed this.

Friday September 13th Listowel
I was staying in Tralee which up to 2008 had its own racecourse with a weeklong festival in August. Sold for development which never took place it is now stages point to points and pony racing. Noises have occasionally been made about it reopening but the facilities were not in a good state when it closed and it would cost plenty. Killarney was the main beneficiary with the extra fixtures extending their August festival.

With not a cloud in the sky there was time in the morning to drive out onto the Dingle Peninsula for some sightseeing. It's a spectacular bit of coastline and the Connor Pass which drops down into Dingle town goes into my list of favourite drives.

Ladies day and a huge crowd. The difference between ladies day at Listowel and Aintree is that most of those tottering unsteadily on high heels here are school age being pursued around by young man all looking like extras from Peaky Blinders

Another mixed card of four on the flat, two hurdle races a chase and a bumper. Not a great looking bunch in the fillies' seven furlong two-year-old maiden and Elite Legion stepped up from a seventh at Sligo to take it easily. She probably dropped in for a bad race.

You need plenty of luck to come from behind over seven furlongs here and Cracking Name should be rated better than his seventh in the all aged handicap.

Main race of the day was the two four conditions chase with an English challenger in Monbeg River. A Toi Phil has been disappointing over the last twelve months with a fifth place in the Pertemps final a bit of a standout. He ran in both the Grand and Irish Nationals and was heading for the sales as part of the Gigginstown annual clear out. The race fell apart with favourite The West's Awake jumping poorly and Monbeg River stopping quickly and Sean O'Keeffe claiming seven on his first ride for Gordon Elliot kept A Toi Phil going well. He was subsequently sold at Doncaster sales to join Gary Moore's stable reportedly to be aimed at Aintree again but he could well struggle to get into the race off his present rating.

The two-mile four maiden hurdle had the usual mixed bunch but the first three home should have a future. Arthur's Quay had been big prices in three efforts last season but his best run was his last at Down Royal in March and he took this well. He will stay three miles. You Raised Me Up had won a bumper at the 2018 Galway Festival and kept on well for second while unbeaten dual point winner West Cork Wildway should also find a hurdle.

Saturday September 14th Listowel
Another cloudless day and a trip to the beach on the way to the races and the vast expanse of Banna Strand on Tralee Bay. Quite a few people were going out with surf boards with the breaking waves rolling in and there were large groups running the 10 kilometres length of the beach. It would probably be a better beach to hold racing on than Laytown’s.

A full eight race jump card opening with a two mile four-year-old maiden hurdle. It was probably an ordinary contest but winner Winner Takes Itall is probably better than the bare form.

The betting looked all wrong for the two-mile novice hurdle. I thought the two principles should have been about level in the betting but the Willie Mullins runner Quartz Du Rheu was 4/7 after winning a poor Tramore maiden while decent flat winner Turnpike Trip was 3/1 after a maiden win and a place in a listed novice. Others evidently agreed as the odds narrowed and Turnpike Trip had it won a long way out jumping with great fluency. He is decent and jockey Kevin Brouder has had a good run over the summer.

Contingency jumped far better in the two-mile four mare's novice chase than she did when I saw her win a beginners chase at Tramore. She beat three other chase winners here including runner up Grey Waters who will do well on softer ground and over three miles.

The bumper Bentham won at Bellewstown when I was there in July looked ordinary enough but he has now won two more and the runner up has also scored. He should jump a hurdle.

It was a big evening for Kerry with the replay of the All Ireland Football final and virtually every house had a flag flying. The evening meeting of Tralee greyhounds had been called off and Listowel racecourse was staying open to show the match on the big screens. Kerry has won the title more times than any other county with thirty-seven wins but Dublin had won the last four.

Things did not go the way the locals wanted. It was level at half time but once Dublin scored a goal Kerry never looked like getting back into the match and the atmosphere in the bar where I watched had gone through the floor long before the final whistle.

The Listowel Festival moves to the end of September next year with the main reason given is to avoid any possible clash with the National Ploughing Championships which attracts crowds of over a 100,000 each day of the three-day event.

Sunday September 15th Curragh
Four Group 1's on the card but not all Group 1's are equal and there were two top class ones and two that were if you were being generous were about Group 2 standard.

The National Stakes produced a mightily impressive performance from Pinatubo and he will be very short for the 2000 Guineas. Godolphin and previously Darley's breeding operation has hardly produced what might have been expected from all the high-class mares Sheikh Mohammed has purchased and raced over the years. Perhaps Godolphin has finally got their superstar and he looks the sort that will train on but he will have to prove it next season. Coolmore will be hoping that they have better than Armory and Arizona who had certainly looked their best up till now.

The form of the runners in the Moyglare Stud Stakes seemed to say they all much of a muchness and they all finished in a heap so it hardly looks potential classic form. Winner Love was the paddock pick but this was her sixth run and this might be as good as it gets. Her stable mate So Wonderful in third still a maiden after eight goes already has an official mark of 101.

The Irish St Leger has found a useful place in the programme since allowing the older horses in and this year's renewal was a very good one. The only three-year-old in the field Search For A Song had it won two out and the step up in trip obviously suited her even though she pulled very hard early on. Kew Gardens stayed on from the back after missing much of the summer and if he stays in training should be Ascot Gold Cup bound. The next four home including Cross Counter will probably be off to Australia.

The fourth Group 1 was the Flying Five and I should have stayed loyal to Fairyland as she led home two others that had been well beaten at Haydock.

One Cool Poet went into the Galway Festival with a record of 1 for 29 (including efforts over hurdles and fences) was rated 66 and had a reputation for being far from trustworthy. Three wins in five days there and he came here off 90 and added a prize worth more than three times those three wins. He doesn't really need to do much else now but with his current hurdle rating of 102 the temptation to go back jumping will probably be hard to resist.

The ninth race on the card not run under the rules of racing was the Pat Smullen Champions Race. Not surprisingly for a man who was driven to ride so many winners A P McCoy came out on top to add one more to the total.

There has been plenty of talk about the new set up at the course and the crowds this season. For dreadful day weather wise the crowd was pretty good and as for the new grandstand I didn't have any problems with it. They need some stepping’s around the parade ring but from comments in the paper they already know that and it's a job for the winter.

Monday September 16th Galway
The rain that had fallen at the Curragh continued and got worse on my drive down to Galway on Sunday evening and the ground here was soft with heavy places. I was half expecting the same weather as this meeting as last year when a named storm was blowing through but it was a super evening. It was also nice after the big meetings to just have the racing after no less than four best dressed lady competitions in five days- at least one of which was surely a rigged heat.

Last year's meeting had a future Punchestown festival winner and graded chase winner running but I doubt if anything of great class ran this year. Pakens Rock made all in the two-mile maiden hurdle and will go into handicaps off something in the 120's. He has the size to make a chaser in time. Whatwasthatabout ran O K in third and can probably nab a maiden hurdle before the better horses come out.

Willie Mullins had a 4/9 shot in the two-mile five maiden hurdle with Ego Des Mottes whose form in France has as many PU'S as wins. He travelled well until two out but stopped quickly and was well beaten by 50 rated flat runner Military Hill. The horse that finished second to his third on his previous start at Bellewstown could only manage twelfth off 106 in the two-mile handicap later on the card. Another odds on looser for Mullins came with Great White Shark in the mare’s conditions hurdle. She made several mistakes but maybe the softer ground didn't suit.

A wide open two-mile two beginner's chase went to 121 rated Charlie Stout who did all his best work late on just beating 120 rated Stormey. Of the two four-year olds in the race Fine Brunello is beginning to look disappointing and one paced and Lever Du Soleil looks a bit small for this game. Paranoid caught my eye in the paddock before his bumper debut at Roscommon last year but was clueless in the race. He made his chase debut here after a bit of promise over hurdles. He still looks weak but jumped well without getting involved. His trainer Pat Kelly hasn't had a winner since Presenting Percy won at Gowran in January so although he might just be big and slow, I won't give up on him just yet.

Back in April I mentioned that Darragh O'Keeffe would be a leading fancy for the Irish conditionals title. Wake Up Early in the two six handicap chase was his thirty seventh winner of the season a total which would have won the last three titles and he sits only three wins off the top of the main table.
         (Below – A close finish on the beach at Laytown)
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(Below – preparations underway to transform Laytown beach into a race track).
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 (Below – new grandstand at the Curragh) 
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RACING IN THE UAE BY Tommy Buckley of @WeLoveBettingUK 


"All set for the new Meydan/UAE Racing Season to begin
For many in the horse racing world the beginning of October means the closing down of the flat turf season and the beginnings of the winter jump season but for me I definitely have my mind elsewhere.

In my mind the beginning of October means that the new racing season primarily in Meydan but also the UAE as a whole region is just weeks away from starting.

I'm not thinking what's in line for Cheltenham, for me October/November means 6 months of enjoying the many turf & dirt puzzles that come via the delights of Meydan, Jebel Ali and the other UAE tracks.

I'll be doing various pieces on Meydan throughout the season on here, especially when the Dubai Carnival starts in January but for now here's a few horses that I'll be interested to watch out for.

Horses of Interest for the UAE racing season

GEORGE VILLIERS - purchased as a 3 year old from John Gosden after winning decent Kempton & Newmarket contests, this season will be his second season in training with Meydan master Satish Seemar and the son of Dubawi should be really competitive over 1 mile on dirt & turf, could well have more improvement to come.

TABARAK - 3 year old bay colt trained by Rashed Bouresly, impressive winner of a 7 furlong maiden, connections thought enough of that to step him up markedly in class & over a 9.5 furlong trip on Super Saturday, that didn't pay off but he should be one that has the ability to run well & improve this season.

POUVOIR MAGIQUE - form figures of 4, 6 & 7 in 3 runs at Meydan last year won't initially read well and scream of a horse to follow but I believe the five year old gelding by Le Havre can do very well under the brilliant care of Doug Watson this season, his form in England suggests there is quality to work with that first season in Meydan should mean he's well settled to kick on.

MASS MEDIA - this 2 year old colt by Exceed and Excel is brand new to the Meydan scene after being purchased at the Dubai Sales for 280,000 AED, will now be in the care of Satish Seemar and it will be very interesting to watch his development, 5 career runs and experience of both turf & all weather to build upon make him an exciting prospect to follow.

Other old Meydan favourites I hope to see thrive again include RODAINI, GAVROCHE, RIFLESCOPE, GALVANIZE, DEHBASHI, BIG BROWN BEAR & RAAFID.

Here are the thoughts of Meydan enthusiast Abdul Ahad, @abdahad007 on twitter, with his own horse of interest: -
"One horse that I would be very keen to follow in the upcoming racing season in the UAE would be NEW TRAILS. He started off his UAE career with a solid front running victory and handled the dirt track very well.

From a mark of 90, he climbed up the ranks and also bagged a Carnival race winning by around 10 lengths. Since then, he has nicely progressed and ran solid races in defeat albeit at Group level and ended his season with a run in the Dubai World Cup.

It won't be a surprise to see him start off in the listed Entisar in December with the prime goal being the Maktoum Challenge races during the Carnival."

Thanks to Abdul for offering those thoughts & I can't wait for the new Meydan/UAE racing season to begin to see how our horses of interest perform."
2019/20 NATIONAL HUNT SEASON ‘SATNAPS’ CHALLENGE
This winter’s tipping challenge will again be run over 20 consecutive Saturdays covering the main jumps season in the UK and finishing on Grand National Day in 2020. 

This means that we shall be starting on 23rd November this year with big jumps meetings at Haydock and Ascot that weekend.

As usual we shall split the competition into four rounds (5 weeks each round) with prizes for each round and an overall seasonal competition.

Whilst the total prize fund is usually in excess of £1000 this does, of course, depend upon the level of entries received this time and also the sponsorship prizes received.

Entry fees are again held at £10 for all four rounds. There may only be one entry per member for this competition although spouses/partners of members may also enter. If paying by cheque please make payable to ‘North & Midlands Racing Club as the bank accounts have now been modified to reflect the current name of the club.

The aim of the competition is quite simple – select your nap each Saturday and if it wins your points are based on the starting price declared plus your £1 stake. Although to add another judgement factor, you can also take ‘Tote Prices’ when making your selections if you think they will be better than starting prices.

Weekly selections can be registered by phone, text or e mail. This year the deadline for all methods of entry will be strictly enforced as 1pm, or for races that start before then at least 15 minutes before the race start time. This rule is to ensure all entrants are able to enter on a ‘level playing field’. 

Full rules will be supplied to all entrants in due course – for postal entries please enclose a stamped addressed envelope if you would like a copy of the rules posting out. The entry form below can also be used.

You can also enter ‘online’ by e mailing info@northernracingclub.com  and sending your entry fee via direct bank payment (bank details supplied after e mails received).

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
SATURDAY NAPS NATIONAL HUNT CHALLENGE (2019-20) ENTRY FORM

Please enter me in this winter’s tipping competition. My £10 entry fee 

(payable to North & Midlands Racing Club) is enclosed.

I do/do not require a copy of the rules posting out (sae required). Full rules also available on club website.

As score updates are provided weekly via e mail, an e mail address is preferred. Scores also in club magazine.

NAME(S)……………………………………………………………………………………………..

ADDRESS……………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

PHONE…………………………………E MAIL…………………………………………………..

FLYING GREY LOGICIAN IS GOING PLACES

By HAROLD HEYS

BEST horse you've ever seen? Nah then. Bet that's got you thinkin' … Of course, the field is wide open. Flat or NH? Sprinters, middle distance, stayers; two milers, Gold Cup horses – hurdlers or chasers.

Let stick to the Flat for this exercise. Because if any readers were lucky enough to see the majestic Arkle in action then that's game, set and match. Much to my regret I never saw Arkle. So just a handful of equine heroes over the jumps to give the winter game a shout: I was lucky enough to see all three of Red Rum's Grand National wins in the 70s and as far as I'm concerned, the feat of humping 12 stone round Aintree (1974) puts him in anybody's top ten jumpers. 

I should perhaps explain that I can count from 1956 when I first went racing as a schoolboy – at Manchester – so I probably have an advantage over most readers.

Other winter wonders I've seen in action include Big Bucks (18th win in succession, at Aintree), and several Cheltenham Gold Cup winners including Denman (winning there in 2008) and, from the 50s, Limber Hill and Kerstin at Manchester.

Anyway, let's get back to the Flat. First real cracker I saw was Alcide winning the St Leger in 1958. And then came Nijinsky! I saw it dance up in the Leger in 1970 and, with a couple of pals, I jumped a day trip flight out of Leeds and Bradford to see it win the Arc. Except that Sassafras pipped it by a head for a home win. Even in those days the English fans well outnumbered the locals and the silence was deafening.

A couple of years later I saw an even better horse – and this one came second as well. It was the one race – the first Juddmonte – that Brigadier Gerard lost in 18 outings; beaten, who knows how, by Roberto. York was even quieter than Longchamp. Best for a few years after that was probably Shergar whom I saw shoot home at Chester by 12 lengths.

I had a nice win a few weeks later, backing it to take the Epsom Derby in 1981 by eight lengths or more (it was officially 10). I remember John Matthias, who rode runner-up Glint of Gold, saying just after the race: "I told myself I'd achieved my life's ambition. Only then did I discover there was another horse on the horizon."

And then, of course, came the mighty Frankel at an unforgettable day at a York racecourse more packed than I've ever seen it. And I've been something of a regular for over 60 years. It was a memorable victory and the great swell of affection for seriously ill trainer Sir Henry Cecil brought a tear to many a hard-bitten racing man's eyes, including mine.

Right, I'm getting to the whole point of this piece. Back again at York to watch Crystal Ocean, then the world's highest-rated horse, trot up in the Juddmonte (yes, I know, don't go on) and I was bowled over by the victory of virtually unknown Logician in the Voltigeur.

Of course, we immediately decided to fix up a weekend at Doncaster to watch the flying grey trot up in the Leger. It was a breath-taking performance in the Classic. Frankie didn't take the bait as one of Aidan O'Brien's entries sprinted off towards Rose Hill; he took a pull ​– more of a heave – and tucked in almost last.

I must admit I thought he'd left Logician with perhaps too much to do coming into the straight. He was still sixth and what looked to be rather a long way adrift. Frankie had a glance to the left and then, stifling a yawn, came on the stand side with as run as smooth as an angel's wing. He gave his mount a tap with his stick over a furlong out – just to give himself something to do and pass the time on – and it was game over.

Ah, yes, the point of all this. Logician is some horse. And I've seen a few. He's probably ten pounds or so behind five-year-old Crystal Ocean on official ratings right now but, believe me, he'll be scooting up the chart next season. Can't wait to watch him again!

• Best grey I'd seen before Logician? Petite Etoile at Manchester in 1958. And she managed to get beaten in a two-horse race by a nag called Chris who was well clear as they raced past the cheap –3s 6d – ring and never stopped. 
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SIR PETER O’SULLEVAN HOUSE           By HAROLD HEYS
RACIN' magazine has been very supportive of the Injured Jockeys' Fund over the years and has promoted the charity's rehabilitation centres, first at Lambourn which was named after Sir John Oaksey and then at Malton with the Jack Berry House.

Now comes the third part of the project – Peter O'Sullevan House, adjacent to the British Racing School in Newmarket, which will be officially opened on October 11 by IJF president Sir Anthony McCoy.

The new centre, like the others, will provide expert and intensive rehabilitation services using treatment rooms, a gym and an excellent hydrotherapy pool.

Says Lisa Hancock, IJF chief executive: "We now have nation-wide coverage and a fantastic team. Here at Newmarket we hope to engage with jockeys both current and retired and the wider racing community."

Champion apprentice Jason Watson is just one of the injured jockeys to have benefited from the rehab centres. He was thrown at the start of a race on the all-weather at Kempton when his mount Teresita Alvarez came down. He broke three vertebrae in his neck and one in his back.

He spent five days a week for three months at Oaksey House and amazingly he was back in action by the end of March. Says Jason: "The staff are wonderful. They look after your fractures while at the same time pushing you when you can be pushed."

Physiotherapist Kelly Newton explained: "Jason had to have a neck brace for two months and then we had to concentrate on strengthening the neck which had become quite weak. Neck strength is very important and we have a lot of equipment to aid that recovery."

Paul Mulrennan is just one of the jockeys helped on the long road to recover by the staff at Jack Berry House. He had been thrown from a spooked two-year-old at Michael Dods' gallops just outside Darlington and suffered a triple fracture of the back in the lower lumbar area. He was out of action for six months.

Said Paul: "The staff there find out your weaknesses in other areas and send you back to work in even better condition than before your accident. They are brilliant. It makes you wonder how we managed before Jack Berry House opened."

• Anyone looking for something different for Christmas presents should ask for a brochure by dialling the IJF hotline on 08080 453 453. There are a lot of excellent gift ideas on the IJF website (IJF.org.uk) but you'll find the brochure more user-friendly. Anyone for a game of IJF Monopoly? Buy racecourses, build grandstands and compete to win the best turned out prize ... Or buy a set of racing mugs and enjoy a cup of tea. Looking like rain? Grab an umbrella with designs of racing colours, etc. etc.

[image: image10.jpg]|JF to open third
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STEVE TAPLIN – LOSS OF CLUB STALWART AND AUTHOR

It’s always sad when one of our members passes away but especially so in the case of Steve Taplin who has been connected to our club since the early days and has been a regular guest on various panels over the years. 
I was planning to share an appeal from Steve for some early editions of Racing Annuals in this edition of Racin’, albeit sadly this will no longer be required. Steve’s informative 2yo Annuals were published for 35 years, no easy feat in today’s online world of information. Only aged 65, Steve is survived by wife Gillian and daughter Kimberley.
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AUTUMN BOOK PRIZE COMPETITION
We are again offering a book prize for the best entry in this edition of Racin’. Just answer as many questions as you can from the following list and the best entry will win the prize. Entries to be sent to N&M Racing Club at 53 Dalebrook Rd, Sale, Cheshire M33 3LB or via e mail to info@northernracingclub.com by 30th November.

Q1. Where might you find the likes of Amberleigh House, Ballabriggs, Mr Mulligan and Denman at Bangor on Dee racecourse?

Q2. Which UK racecourse has a race named after 1932 Grand National winner Forbra?

Q3. Which is the only UK racecourse where the bookmakers are placed behind the stands?
Q4. Which UK racecourse has a facility called Gillies Lodge, named in memory of Campbell Gillies the jockey who died tragically in 2012?

Q5. At which UK track is the Hilary Needler stakes for 2yo run – which was won by the future 1000 Gns winner Attraction?

Q6. Which UK racecourse is overlooked by the South Downs National Park?

Q7. Which UK track holds a charity race in November each year which is restricted to Clydesdale horses?

Q8. Which UK jumps track regularly boasts the 3rd highest NH attendances after Cheltenham and Aintree.

Q9. At which UK course did Lester Piggott make his debut, weighing 5st!

Q10. At which racecourse did trainer Gordon Elliott saddle his first ever winner?

Q11. Which horse won the Durham National at Sedgefield before winning the Aintree equivalent?

Q12. Which UK track might you find ‘smuggled away’ on the Easton Neston Estate?

In the summer edition we set out 12 lies in a piece covering the big flat races of the year. Whilst no one got all 12 correct we had three entrants who got 10 correct so each wins a prize this time. Congratulations to Harold Heys, Brian Goodwill and David Bates.
If anyone else wants the answers for that quiz, please e mail info@northernracingclub.com
TRAINER TRAITS FOR THE NEW JUMPS SEASON
You can find full lists of flat/jumps statistics on the club website but for the benefit of those without internet access here are some of the bigger early season races where trainers have strong record (3+ wins in last 10 years). Dates as 2018.
Friday November 2nd Down Royal – Gr 3 Mares Novices' Hurdle over 2m: W P Mullins has won for 3 consecutive years (2014-16) and in 2018. All won LTO, started as favourites and were ridden by Ruby Walsh or Barry Geraghty.
Friday November 2nd Wetherby – (Listed) 'Wensleydale' Juvenile Novices' Hurdle for 3yo over 2m: P Nicholls has won 3 times (in 2012, 16 & 17). All were 1st/2nd on their last run and started as 1st/2nd favourites. 
Saturday November 3rd Ascot – 2m (Listed) Handicap Hurdle: A King has won 3 times (in 2012, 17 & 18). All were 4th or better LTO with odds of 6/1 to 9/1.
Saturday November 3rd Down Royal – Gr 1 Champion Chase over 3m: G Elliott has 3 wins (in 2013, 15 & 17). All last ran 10 days earlier finishing 6th or better.
Saturday November 3rd Down Royal – Gr 2 Chase over 2m 4f: P Nicholls has won for 5 consecutive years (2009-13) and in 2015. All finished 5th or better on their last completed run, were making a seasonal re-appearance and were well backed at odds of 7/2 or shorter.
Saturday November 3th Wetherby– Gr 2 'West Yorkshire' Hurdle over 3m: P Nicholls has won 3 times (in 2012, 13 & 16). All were easy to back at odds of 11/4 to 13/2 and were rested at least 139 days since their last run.
Sunday November 4h Cork – Gr 3 Novices' Chase over 2m 4f: M F Morris has won 3 times (in 2011, 12 & 16). All were 1st/2nd LTO and started as 1st/2nd favourites.
Tuesday November 6th Exeter – Gr 2 'Haldon Gold Cup' over 2m 1f+: Two trainers have a strong record in this race: P Nicholls has 3 wins (in 2010, 15 & 17) with all three sent off as 1st/2nd favourites and making their seasonal re-appearances. T R George also has 3 wins (in 2014, 16 & 18). Gods Own was a dual winner (four years apart) with all having odds between 7/2 7 10/1.
Saturday November 10th Naas – Gr 3 'Fishery Lane' Hurdle over 2m for 4yo: E O'Grady has won 3 times (in 2009, 10 & 14). Two were sent off as favourites whilst all had odds of 5/1 or shorter.
Saturday November 10th Wincanton – Gr 2 'Rising Stars' Novices' Chase over 2m: Paul Nicholls won 5 times (in 2011, 13, 14, 16 & 17). All were well backed at odds of 5/2 or shorter and aged between 4-7 years. All five of the winners were 3rd or better LTO.
Saturday November 10th Wincanton – 3m 1f (Listed) 'Badger Ales' Handicap Chase: Paul Nicholls has won 4 times (in 2010, 11, 17 & 18). Two of the winners were making their seasonal re-appearances whilst the others had just one previous start in current season. Three were aged 7yo and the other 8yo.
Saturday November 10th Wincanton – Gr 2 'Elite' Hurdle over 2m: P Nicholls has won 4 times (in 2009, 11,12 & 15). All were making their seasonal re-appearances. In a race where the trainer may have dual entries the less fancied horse has sometimes prevailed.
Wednesday November 14th Bangor On Dee – 3m+ 'Anne Duchess of Westminster Memorial' Handicap Chase – Venetia Williams has won 4 times (in 2010, 12, 14 & 18). All were easy to back at odds of 13/2 to 20/1. All had been rested at least 188 days since their last run.
Thursday November 15th Clonmel – Gr 2 'Clonmel Oil' Chase over 2m 4f – W P Mullins has won 4 times (in 2013, 14, 16 & 18). All started as favourites.
Thursday November 15th Clonmel – (Listed) Mares Chase over 2m 4f – W P Mullins won for 3 consecutive years (2010-12) and in 2015-16 and 2018. All were 4th or better on last run with odds of 7/2 or shorter – with the last four stable winners starting as favourites.
17th Cheltenham – 2m (Gr2) 'JCB Triumph Hurdle Trial' Juvenile Novices' Hurdle (3yo): P Nicholls has won 4 times (from 2010-12) and 2018. All were 1st/2nd on last run and were well backed at 4/1 or shorter.
Saturday November 17th Punchestown – Gr 2 'Craddockstown' Novices' Chase over 2m: Two trainers have a strong record in this race: H De Bromhead has won 4 times (in 2009, 11, 15 & 16). All won LTO (19-31 days earlier) and started as 1st/2nd favourites. W P Mullins has 3 wins (in 2012, 13 & 18). All won LTO with just one starting as favourite.
Saturday November 17th Punchestown – 2m 2f (Listed) Mares Hurdle: W P Mullins has 4 wins (in 2012, 15, 16 & 18). All were 3rd or better LTO with odds of 13/2 or shorter.
Sunday November 18th Cheltenham – Gr 2 'Racing Post Arkle Trial' Novices Chase over 2m: P Nicholls has won 5 times (in 2009,10, 11, 13 & 16) - ten wins since 1995. Three of the five winners were sent off as favourites having finished 1st/2nd on their last race.
Sunday November 18th Cheltenham – Gr 2 'Sharp' Novices' Hurdle over 2m: C Tizzard has won 3 times (in 2010, 17 & 18). All were 1st/2nd LTO with odds of 5/1 or shorter, including one favourite. Race Fact: Recent past winners include Cue Card, Dodging Bullets & Altior.
Sunday November 13th Navan – Gr 2 'Fortria' Chase over 2m: CA Murphy won for 3 consecutive years (2009-11) with Big Zeb. On each occasion the horse was returning after a summer break and had finished 1st/2nd on its last start.
Sunday November 18th Punchestown – 3m 'Risk Of Thunder' Chase (Banks Course): Enda Bolger has won the race 8 times - for consecutive years (2009-10) & (2012-16) plus 2018. All last ran some 13-31 days earlier. All had odds of 9/2 or shorter.
Sunday November 18th Punchestown – Gr 1 'Morgiana' Hurdle over 2m: W P Mullins has won the race 8 times (2011-18). All were 3rd or better on their last race and were 1st/2nd favourites. 
Thursday November 22nd Thurles – 2m 6f (Listed) Chase: W P Mullins has won 3 times (in 2015-17). All were 1st/2nd favourites and were returning after a break of at least 278 days.
Saturday November 24th Ascot – Gr 2 'Christy 1965' Chase over 2m 5f: P Nicholls has won 5 times (in 2010, 11, 13, 14 & 18). The 4 stable winners were sole/joint favourites.
Saturday November 24th Haydock – (Listed) Newton Novices' Hurdle over 2m: P Nicholls has won 3 times (in 2009, 10 & 18). All were 1st/2nd favourites.
Saturday November 24th Haydock – 2m 7f H/cap Hurdle (Gr 3): D E Pipe has won 3 times (in 2010, 11 & 13). All were aged 5yo and won on either of their last two completed races. Longest winning odds were 6/1.
Saturday November 24th Haydock – Gr 1 Betfair Chase: Three trainers have a strong record in this race: P Nicholls has won 4* times (in 2009 & 11 – with Kauto Star and in 2012 & 2014 with Silviniaco Conti) All had finished 5th or better on their last run and had odds of 6/1 or shorter. *6 career wins. C Tizzard has won 3 times (with Cue Card) in 2013, 15 & 16. On each occasion the horse finished 3rd or better 18-21 days earlier. N Twiston-Davies has won 3 times (in 2010, 17 & 18). All were 1st/2nd on their last completed race.
Sunday November 25th Navan – Gr 2 'Monksfield' Novices' Hurdle over 2m 4f: Two trainers have a strong record in this race: N Meade has won 4 times (in 2008, 10, 12 & 13). All were 3rd or better on their last run (14-39 days earlier) and had odds of 6/1 or shorter with just one starting as favourite. G Elliott also has 4 wins (in 2011, 14, 16 & 17). All won LTO and started as 1st/2nd favourites.
Sunday November 25th Navan – 3m 'Troytown' Handicap Chase: G Elliott has won for 4 consecutive years (2014-17). All were 5th or better LTO with odds of 12/1 or shorter. The trainer often has multiple entries in the race – eleven in 2016, five in 2017, and twelve in 2018!
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Club Website News





As we only produce the club magazine on a bi monthly basis it is worth reminding members that in between issues you will find lots of news and views on both our Facebook and Twitter pages. Links to these can be found on the main club website � HYPERLINK "http://www.northernracingclub.com" �www.northernracingclub.com�





Our members only web pages contain loads of racing facts and figures that you will not find elsewhere (in the same format) with tabs on the main website to these – your password will be required to access these pages.





Trainer/Jockey traits – a sample of trainer traits for the new jumps season is included this month.


Festival Guides – covers Cheltenham/Aintree plus at least seven flat racing festivals.


Drawfacts – Details of draw statistics for all UK tracks and the main Irish courses for 10 years.


Heritage Drawfacts – Covers the main Heritage Handicaps each year plus other major races.


Days Last Ran – helps readers understand the career paths of the leading horses plus some trends for those in the lower ranks.


Racing Systems – A multitude of different systems are covered with monthly profitability analysed for each track. Where are the best tracks to follow Irish runners in the UK? Which tracks are best for horses wearing headgear for the first time? Which courses are best for horses returning after a long lay-off? All these questions will be answered plus much more.





From time to time, if space allows, some of these details will also be included in the magazine.




















IN THIS AUTUMN EDITION


Once again Gordon Armistead has been travelling with plenty of Irish courses visited.


Harold Heys looks back at this year’s St Leger as well as the new IJF facility.


Brian Goodwill once again puts a well-known racing figure ‘under the spotlight’.


We also have news of our second Autumn stable visit which is scheduled on the same days as the local race meeting at Hereford.


The Saturday Naps Challenge for the new jumps season starts on 23rd November with entries now being accepted!


COMPETITION NEWS & RESULTS





59’s DRAW RESULTS UPDATE


The latest ‘59’s’ winners are as follows – these winners will receive the usual monthly £50 prize shortly. 


Aug 3rd - 31 – Colin Stanton (Warrington)





Sept 7th - 08 - Dave Brookfield (Southport)


However, we currently have two available numbers at present, 40 and 51, so if you want to join the draw now is your chance! The winners are based on the bonus ball drawn on the first Saturday UK Lotto draw each month.


Please contact Phil Evans (see contacts list on last page) if you wish enter – it costs £12 for 12 monthly draws!


HERITAGE HANDICAPS COMPETITION 2019


After four months of tipping in the hardest handicaps of the flat season we still see Colin Stanton as leader in the main competition.
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ALEX BIRD TIPSTER


COMPETITION 2019


Congratulations to Chris Mackenzie from Chester Le Street, who won the York Ebor Round of this year’s competition. In second place was Michael Wheater from Oldham. They win £50 and £25 prizes respectively.





      YORK EBOR ROUND RESULT





CHRIS MACKENZIE 210�
�
MIKE WHEATER 207�
�
MIKE CAMPBELL 200�
�
STEVE CAWLEY 195�
�
EDDIE CARSON 194�
�
TED HALEWOOD 190�
�



With the four rounds now completed for 2019 the overall leaders are detailed below. So, hearty congratulations to John Boswell from Ainsdale who wins the first prize of £117.50 with runner up Ted Halewood from Waterloo receiving a £50 prize and third placed Frank Turley from Fulwood receiving a £25 prize.





JOHN BOSWELL 1 670


TED HALEWOOD 659


FRANK TURLEY 645.5


EDDIE CARSON 637.5


PHILLIP DOYLE 637.5


PAUL WALKER 633


KEN UNSWORTH 1 627.5


COLIN MALONE 618


MIKE CAMPBELL 1 613.5


JOHN BOSWELL 2 610.5


CHRIS MACKENZIE 592.5


MICHAEL WHEATER 1 580.5


JOHN BOSWELL 1 670


TED HALEWOOD 659


FRANK TURLEY 645.5


EDDIE CARSON 637.5


PHILLIP DOYLE 637.5


PAUL WALKER 633


KEN UNSWORTH 1 627.5


COLIN MALONE 618


MIKE CAMPBELL 1 613.5


JOHN BOSWELL 2 610.5


CHRIS MACKENZIE 592.5


MICHAEL WHEATER 1 580.5
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After many years of scoring the competition John has decided its time to hand over the reins to someone else. So, for next year, we shall require one (or possibly two) members to carry out the competition scoring duties.





If you can help please contact John Boswell for further information about what is involved. 




















Continued on page 3
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